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Filed for intro on  04/16/98

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 716
By  Cooper B

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Mrs. Shannon Wright of
Jonesboro, Arkansas.

WHEREAS, our country was conceived by individuals willing to sacrifice their personal

safety and concerns to ensure the safety of others; and

WHEREAS, it was with deep sadness and a profound sense of loss that the citizens of

Tennessee learned of the death of Mrs. Shannon Wright, an English teacher at Westside Middle

School in Jonesboro, Arkansas, who died tragically in a shooting at the school on March 24,

1998; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wright died when she instinctively protected one of her students,

Emma Pittman, when she saw one of two young boys taking aim on the sixth-grader; and

WHEREAS, had Shannon Wright not followed her instincts, and not stepped in harms

way to protect her student, Emma probably would have been killed; and

WHEREAS, as a child, Shannon attended school in the Westside District in Jonesboro

and dreamed of teaching there; and

WHEREAS, in 1991, that dream became reality as she became a teacher at Westside

Middle School; and

WHEREAS, Shannon Wright was said to have been “born to teach” by those who knew

her.  She was particularly gifted at working with all types of children regardless of their situation;

and

WHEREAS, she had the sort of strong instinct about teaching that separated the truly

great teachers from all others; and
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WHEREAS, Ms. Wright served with great bravery and ability at the Westside Middle

School performing her duties with the utmost skill, dedication and professionalism; her service

can only be categorized as outstanding; and

WHEREAS, it is not often that a person of Shannon Wright’s stature walks among us

and it is important that she be honored; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE-

HUNDREDTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor the memory of Mrs. Shannon Wright of Jonesboro,

Arkansas for her selfless act in making the ultimate sacrifice to ensure the well-being of her

students.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend to the family and friends of Mrs. Wright

our heartfelt condolences in their time of grief.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


